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wireless broadband services. This will
help the American economy by pro-
moting jobs and education. The Uni-
versal Service Fund provision will fix
an accounting glitch that if left unat-
tended will seriously impede the USF
as it goes about its critical work.
Again, these uncontroversial provi-
sions were held up and almost failed
because of this obstructionism.

All of these bills were hijacked and
sidetracked, in order to coerce the pas-
sage of a bill that everyone knew would
not pass the House. I am thankful that
the telecommunications legislation
was eventually able to pass, but what
does it mean that the telecommuni-
cations bill became law, while the in-
tellectual property bill is left unfin-
ished? It seems those responsible for
this obstruction do not take the needs
of America’s innovative leaders very
seriously. That attitude will under-
mine the American economy, and
threaten America’s leadership in the
creative industries. So, because of this
Republican roadblock, America’s
innovators and artists will have to
struggle through more uncertainty,
without the tools they need to defend
their rights. That is a shame.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

HONORING THE NORTHERN STATE
MARCHING WOLVES

e Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I pub-
licly congratulate the Northern State
University Marching Wolves on being
selected to march in the Presidential
Inaugural Parade on January 20, 2005.
Northern State University has been an
integral part of Aberdeen, SD, for the
past century. The Marching Wolves
were founded by Harvey Moen in 1941
and have represented Northern State
University well for the past six dec-
ades. Today they are led by Dr. Alan
LaFave, the Director of Bands at
Northern State University, and Mr.
Boyd Perkins, the Director of the
Marching Wolves.

The tradition of the Inaugural Pa-
rade is as old as the office of the Presi-
dent; as George Washington traveled
from Mount Vernon to New York for
his swearing in, militia members began
to walk behind him, joined by govern-
ment officials and Members of Con-
gress once he arrived in New York on
April 30, 1789. In 1801 Thomas Jefferson
was the first President to be Inaugu-
rated in Washington, DC, and Members
of Congress and citizens walked with
him from the Capitol to the White
House to music played by the Marine
Band. The Marine Band has played in
the Inaugural Parade every year since.

Though this will be the first time the
Marching Wolves will participate in
the Inaugural Parade, they have per-
formed previously at professional foot-
ball games and regional marching band
competitions. The band is comprised of
125-130 students, making it one of the
largest student groups at Northern
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State University. They rehearse daily
during football season, and their mem-
bers show great dedication to this re-
markable organization. The band re-
hearses 5 days a week for an hour and
a half during the fall semester. In order
to prepare for the parade, they will be
practicing an additional 3 days and 2
nights before the spring semester be-
gins. The Marching Wolves have a
great tradition of leadership within
their band which has served them well.

It is an honor to be chosen to per-
form in the Presidential Inaugural Pa-
rade, and I am proud to have the
Northern State University Marching
Wolves representing South Dakota. It
is no surprise that an organization
with the passion and dedication of the
Marching Wolves was chosen for this
privilege. It is with great honor that I
share this impressive accomplishment
with my colleagues.®

——————

RECOGNITION OF COLORADO’S
PROFESSORS OF THE YEAR

e Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I wish
to congratulate Robert von Dassanow-
sky and Carl Wieman for being selected
by the Carnegie Foundation for the Ad-
vancement of Teaching and the Council
for Advancement of Support Education
as this year’s U.S. Professors of the
Year.

Robert von Dassanowsky, Ph.D., is
associate professor and chair of Lan-
guages and Cultures and director of
Film Studies at the University of Colo-
rado, Colorado Springs. A widely pub-
lished literary and film historian, Dr.
Dassanowsky is founding VP of the
Austrian American Film Association,
which promotes scholarly and produc-
tion activities between the two na-
tions.

Carl Wieman, Ph.D., is a physicist at
the University of Colorado at Boulder.
In 2001, Dr. Wieman was honored with
the Nobel Prize in Physics. He gives ap-
proximately 60 talks a year on the
topic of physics research and science
education.

This recognition represents the cul-
mination of a great deal of hard work
and determined effort. It acknowledges
their dedication to teaching and com-
mitment to students. They should be
very proud of this honor.

Now more than ever, our Nation
needs the skills and talents of college
professors like Robert von
Dassanowsky and Carl Wieman. They
understand the importance of a well-
rounded college education for students
if we are to produce the next genera-
tion of leaders. We are very grateful for
all they do to make a difference. Their
effort is greatly appreciated.

Congratulations again to two of Colo-
rado’s outstanding citizens.e

—————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.
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EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-1. A message from the President of the
United States, transmitting, a report con-
curring with the Congress in the designation
of two provisions totaling $100 million pro-
vided in the Consolidated Appropriations Act
2005; to the Committee on Appropriations.

EC-2. A message from the President of the
United States, transmitting, pursuant to
Public Law 106-256, the U.S. Ocean Action
Plan, a report and statement of proposals
prepared by the Council on Environmental
Quality in response to the Commission on
Ocean Policy’s final recommendations; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-3. A communication from the Director
of the Federal Register, National Archives,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to the Certificates of Ascertainment of
the electors of the President and Vice Presi-
dent of the United States; ordered to lie on
the table.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. FRIST (for himself and Mr.
REID):

S. Res. 1. A resolution informing the Presi-
dent of the United States that a quorum of
each House is assembled; considered and
agreed to.

By Mr. FRIST (for himself and Mr.
REID):

S. Res. 2. A resolution informing the House
of Representatives that a quorum of the Sen-
ate is assembled; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. FRIST (for himself and Mr.
REID):

S. Res. 3. A resolution fixing the hour of
daily meeting of the Senate; considered and
agreed to.

By Mr. FRIST (for himself, Mr. REID,
Mr. LUGAR, Mr. BIDEN, Mr. AKAKA,
Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. ALLARD, Mr.
ALLEN, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. BAYH, Mr.
BENNETT, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. BOND,
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr.
BUNNING, Mr. BURNS, Mr. BURR, Mr.
BYRD, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CARPER,
Mr. CHAFEE, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mrs.
CLINTON, Mr. COBURN, Mr. COCHRAN,
Mr. COLEMAN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
CONRAD, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CORZINE,
Mr. CRAIG, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DAYTON,
Mr. DEMINT, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. DODD,
Mrs. DOLE, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. DOR-
GAN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENSIGN, Mr.
ENzI, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr.
GREGG, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. HARKIN, Mr.
HATCH, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. INHOFE,
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Mr. INOUYE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JEF-
FORDS, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KENNEDY,
Mr. KERRY, Mr. KoHL, Mr. KyL, Ms.
LANDRIEU, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN,
Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. LoTT, Mr. MAR-
TINEZ, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. MCCONNELL,
Ms. MIKULSKI, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. NELSON of Florida, Mr.
NELSON of Nebraska, Mr. OBAMA, Mr.
PRYOR, Mr. REED, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr.
ROCKEFELLER, Mr. SALAZAR, Mr.
SANTORUM, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. SHELBY, Mr.
SMITH, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. SPECTER, Ms.
STABENOW, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. SUNUNU,
Mr. TALENT, Mr. THOMAS, Mr. THUNE,
Mr. VITTER, Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr. WAR-
NER, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. Res. 4. A resolution expressing the sym-
pathy and pledging the support of the United
States Senate and the people of the United
States for the victims of the powerful earth-
quake and devastating tsunami that struck
Bangladesh, Burma, India, Indonesia, Kenya,
Malaysia, the Maldives, the Seychelles, So-
malia, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, and
other areas of South Asia, Southeast Asia,
and Africa, on December 26, 2004; considered
and agreed to.

By Mr. FRIST (for himself, Mr. REID,
and Mr. LOTT):

S. Con. Res. 1. A concurrent resolution to
provide for the counting on January 6, 2005,
of the electoral votes for President and Vice
President of the United States; considered
and agreed to.

By Mr. FRIST (for himself, Mr. REID,
Mr. LoTT, and Mr. DODD):

S. Con. Res. 2. A concurrent resolution to
extend the life of the Joint Congressional
Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies and the
provisions of S. Con. Res. 93 and S. Con. Res.
94 of the One Hundred Eighth Congress; con-
sidered and agreed to.

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 1—INFORM-
ING THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES THAT A
QUORUM OF EACH HOUSE IS AS-
SEMBLED

Mr. FRIST (for himself and Mr. REID)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 1

Resolved, That a committee consisting of
two Senators be appointed to join such com-
mittee as may be appointed by the House of
Representatives to wait upon the President
of the United States and inform him that a
quorum of each House is assembled and that
the Congress is ready to receive any commu-
nication he may be pleased to make.

SENATE RESOLUTION 2—INFORM-
ING THE HOUSE OF REPRESENT-
ATIVES THAT A QUORUM OF THE
SENATE IS ASSEMBLED

Mr. FRIST (for himself and Mr. REID)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 2

Resolved, That the Secretary inform the
House of Representatives that a quorum of
the Senate is assembled and that the Senate
is ready to proceed to business.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 3—FIXING
THE HOUR OF DAILY MEETING
OF THE SENATE

Mr. FRIST (for himself and Mr. REID)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 3

Resolved, That the hour of daily meeting of
the Senate be 12 o’clock meridian unless oth-
erwise ordered.

SENATE RESOLUTION 4—EXPRESS-
ING THE SYMPATHY AND
PLEDGING THE SUPPORT OF THE
UNITED STATES SENATE AND
THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED
STATES FOR THE VICTIMS OF
THE POWERFUL EARTHQUAKE
AND DEVASTATING TSUNAMI
THAT STRUCK BANGLADESH,
BURMA, INDIA, INDONESIA,
KENYA, MALAYSIA, THE
MALDIVES, THE SEYCHELLES,
SOMALIA, SRI LANKA, TAN-
ZANIA, THAILAND, AND OTHER
AREAS OF SOUTH ASIA, SOUTH-
EAST ASIA, AND AFRICA, ON DE-
CEMBER 26, 2004

Mr. FRIST (for himself, Mr. REID,
Mr. LUGAR, Mr. BIDEN, Mr. AKAKA, Mr.
ALEXANDER, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. ALLEN,
Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. BAYH, Mr. BENNETT,
Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. BOND, Mrs. BOXER,
Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. BUNNING, Mr.
BURNS, Mr. BURR, Mr. BYRD, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CHAFEE, Mr.
CHAMBLISS, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. COBURN,
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. COLEMAN, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. CONRAD, Mr. CORNYN, Mr.
CORZINE, Mr. CRAIG, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
DAYTON, Mr. DEMINT, Mr. DEWINE, Mr.
DopDp, Mrs. DOLE, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr.
DORGAN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENSIGN, Mr.
ENZzI, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr.
GREGG, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. HARKIN, Mr.
HATCH, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. INHOFE,
Mr. INOUYE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JEF-
FORDS, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr.
KERRY, Mr. KOHL, Mr. KyL, Ms.
LANDRIEU, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mrs.
LINCOLN, Mr. LOTT, Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr.
McCAIN, Mr. McCONNELL, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
NELSON of Florida, Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, Mr. OBAMA, Mr. PRYOR, Mr.
REED, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
Mr. SALAZAR, Mr. SANTORUM, Mr. SAR-
BANES, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr.
SHELBY, Mr. SMITH, Ms. SNOWE, Mr.
SPECTER, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. STEVENS,
Mr. SUNUNU, Mr. TALENT, Mr. THOMAS,
Mr. THUNE, Mr. VITTER, Mr. VOINOVICH,
Mr. WARNER, and Mr. WYDEN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 4

Whereas on December 26, 2004, a tremen-
dous earthquake, registered at 9.0 on the
Richter scale and centered 100 miles off the
coast of Northern Sumatra, Indonesia, trig-
gered a deadly tsunami that swept through-
out the Indian Ocean and beyond, dev-
astating cities, towns, and communities, and
killing or injuring persons in Southeast Asia
and South Asia, through the island nations
of the region, to Eastern Africa;
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Whereas, as a result of the earthquake and
ensuing tsunami, more than 140,000 people
have lost their lives to date, tens of thou-
sands of people are injured or missing, and
the final death toll could climb into the hun-
dreds of thousands;

Whereas the victims also include thou-
sands of nationals who were visiting the re-
gion when the tsunami hit, including signifi-
cant numbers from Europe and North and
South America;

Whereas millions of people throughout
Southeast Asia and South Asia have been
left without food, shelter, or clean water,
and now face deadly diseases such as cholera,
dengue fever, dysentery, malaria, and ty-
phoid;

Whereas thousands of children have been
killed or injured by this disaster;

Whereas, as a result of this tragedy, thou-
sands of children have been separated from
their families or orphaned and are in need of
re-unification or adoption;

Whereas whole coastal communities and
cities throughout the region were obliter-
ated;

Whereas recovery, reconstruction, and
clean-up of the devastated areas likely will
take years, billions of dollars, and the con-
certed leadership of the United States work-
ing together with the international commu-
nity;

Whereas the people of the United States
immediately responded and expressed their
sympathy and concern by sending financial
aid and other assistance currently totaling
more than $100,000,000, through nongovern-
mental organizations and other means, to
the victims of this disaster, and by offering
to volunteer in the disaster rescue, recovery,
and rebuilding;

Whereas soon after the earthquake and
tsunami hit the region, the United States
Government expressed its condolences and
invoked six disaster declarations for the na-
tions hardest hit by this natural disaster,
thus triggering the release of emergency
funding to these countries;

Whereas less than 24 hours after these
tragedies became known, the United States
announced an initial pledge of $15,000,000 for
emergency humanitarian assistance, which
was increased to $35,000,000 in the following
days as the scope of the tragedy unfolded;

Whereas President George W. Bush also
dispatched more than 20 United States mili-
tary cargo and patrol aircraft, redirected a
Marine expeditionary unit and a carrier task
force, and deployed several hundred United
States military personnel to the region to
assist with the disaster response, recovery,
and delivery of relief supplies;

Whereas, in response to an early appeal by
the International Federation of the Red
Cross and Red Crescent for $7,500,000, the
United States provided $4,000,000 for the dis-
tribution of emergency shelter materials and
other relief commodities, and provided more
than 3,000 metric tons of rice to the United
Nations World Food Program for use in the
affected region;

Whereas President George W. Bush has es-
tablished a regional core group with Aus-
tralia, Canada, India, Japan, and the Nether-
lands, with the United Nations, to help co-
ordinate relief efforts, and sent a senior dele-
gation of experts, led by Secretary of State
Colin Powell and Florida Governor Jeb Bush,
to meet with regional leaders and inter-
national organizations to assess what addi-
tional aid can be provided by the United
States;

Whereas on December 31, 2004, President
Bush increased the United States pledge to
$350,000,000 in aid and stated that the United
States’ contributions to disaster relief and
recovery ‘‘will continue to be revised as the
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